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The Scottish Parliament  
 
 

 

8th February 2021  
 
 
I am writing in response to a number of emails you have sent to Scottish Government policy 
framework leads asking when you are likely to receive final versions of the Common 
Frameworks to enable you to plan your scrutiny timetables. The frameworks this letter 
relates to are as follows: 

• Radioactive Substances 
• Chemicals and Pesticides 
• Air Quality 
• Industrial Emissions (Best Available Techniques) 
• Resources and Waste 

 
The impact of the Trade and Co-operation Agreement agreed between the UKG and the EU 
at the end of last year, alongside the implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol and the 
passing of the UK Internal Market Act, means that it is now necessary to review the terms of 
a number of provisional frameworks.  In addition, some stakeholder engagement on 
provisional frameworks by officials was constrained prior to the end of the Transition Period, 
because of the current context.  This means that there is a requirement for additional technical 
engagement on some frameworks, prior to formal scrutiny. 
 
This requirement for further development, and the need for all four governments to agree that 
provisional frameworks are sufficiently developed before scrutiny by legislatures can 
commence, will have an impact on timescales for  when these frameworks can be sent to the 
Scottish Parliament for formal scrutiny to commence.  It is now anticipated that there is 
insufficient time for the majority of frameworks to be fully scrutinised by committees before the 
pre-election period. This planning assumption is informed by recent scrutiny of the Nutrition 
and Food and Feed Safety and Hygiene frameworks by the Health and Sport Committee, 
which required some time for a sufficient level of scrutiny to be achieved.   
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Given their complexity, we currently anticipate that all of the frameworks listed above will 
accord with this planning assumption, with the possible exception of the Radioactive 
Substances common framework. It is possible that this framework will be finalized by March. 
However, we cannot currently confirm a date that this will be sent to the Committee for scrutiny. 
 
At this point, we would ask you to engage directly with our lead official for Radioactive 
Substances, Pat McAuley, to discuss the status and timeline for scrutiny.  We will also keep 
you updated on any changes to the expected timelines for scrutiny of the other frameworks.  
 
We recognise that the Committee’s capacity to undertake detailed scrutiny of any frameworks 
within its remit which are ready before the middle of March, may be significantly constrained 
and that, following dissolution, there will be a substantial period of time, during which 
committees will not be sitting. 
 
You might also be aware that discussions are ongoing between Scottish Government and 
Scottish Parliament officials with the aim of agreeing an overall approach to parliamentary 
engagement on, and scrutiny of, common frameworks.  The Cabinet Secretary for the 
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs is expected to provide an update to the Finance & 
Constitution Committee on this process and timeline for scrutiny of frameworks in coming 
weeks. 
 
All frameworks will remain on a provisional basis until all UK legislatures have been provided 
sufficient time to scrutinise these and comments from all committees have been fully 
accounted for. 
 
 
Please let me know if you require any further information. 
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